LABORATORY REPORT GUIDELINES 

REGENTS CHEMISTRY  2017-2018
Laboratory experience is an essential part of this course.  Lab Reports comprise about 20% of each marking period’s final average and must be successfully completed in order for you to qualify to take the Regents Exam.  Laboratory skills and general knowledge will be assessed during classroom exams and on the Regents Exam.

General Information:

1. All labs will be graded on a scale of 50 points using a standard grading rubric (see back).  A lab grade of 35/50 or higher will generally be considered “successfully completed” and will qualify for Regents credit.  ANY LAB MISSING ESSENTIAL INFORMATION MUST BE REDONE UNTIL IT IS CONSIDERED “OK” AND ELIGIBLE FOR REGENTS CREDIT.

2. Lab grades will not be recorded until the lab is “OK.”

3. Most lab reports will be due the day after the lab is completed, unless otherwise noted.  Students will often be given some class time to work on the report.

4. Lab reports which are turned in late will lose 5 points plus 5 points for every day late.  Labs will still be considered for Regents credit until the Wednesday prior to the end of that 5 week marking period.

5. Lab reports, if not typed, are to be written in blue or black pen only.  Pencil may be used in graphing and on data tables only.  Use of pencil may result in lost points or a lab redo.
6. All reports must be in the correct order as indicated, stapled and turned in BEFORE the bell rings.

7. Once graded, labs will be returned to the student for perusal, recorded in the student’s lab folder, and then stored in the classroom.
8. Lab “Re-do’s” not completed by the Wednesday before the end of each 5 week marking period will receive a zero and not be counted for Regents credit.
Format:

Unless otherwise specified, the following format will be required for lab reports.  

1. Purple Grade Sheet

2. Cover Sheet

3. Lab Handout

4. Attachments (graphs, samples, etc.)

5. Reflection*

*The Reflection section should consist of one or two well-written paragraphs explaining the major understandings presented in the lab.  Be specific and cite examples from the lab.  You may also wish to include connections between the lab and the topics being studied in class, relevance to everyday life, or something notable that you learned.  This section may also include answers to specific questions as indicated for specific labs.
Grading:

Standard Lab Reports will be graded with the following rubric, with some variation based on the content of the lab. 


Lab Execution (10 pts)

· follow all safety procedures

· get on task quickly/follow directions/use time wisely/clean up work area


Data/Observations (10 pts)

· organized and labeled data

· good data, use of sig fig, etc.

· questions answered logically according to scientific principles


Questions/Diagrams (10 pts)

· diagrams and graphs are accurately drawn and labeled, using proper technique
· questions are answered correctly and completely


Conclusion and/or Reflection (10 pts)

· reflection of clear and logical links between data and inferences made from it

· thorough reference to all parts of the lab

· shows overarching relevance of lab


Communication/Overall (10 pts)

· ideas stated clearly

· complete and concise information

· correct spelling and punctuation

· use of complete sentences when required

· lab is neat, organized, in correct order and legible, effort is obvious
· overall impression, total completion of lab
Cover Sheet:


ALL coversheets must be typed or written in pen on 81/2 x 11 computer paper and follow the following format.  Identify your lab partner only when your results are exactly the same.

Please sign and return the slip below by ______________

I have read the Lab Requirements specific to Regents Chemistry, as well as the GCS Lab Policy as outlined by the High School Science Department.  I understand that a student may lose the ability to take the Regents Exam and/or receive class credit if labs are not completed successfully in a timely fashion throughout the year.

Student Signature _________________________________


Date ____________

Parent/Guardian Signature __________________________


Date ____________
Purple grade sheet (should not cover title)
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